Vallejoans plan Trayvon Martin rally on Saturday
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Trayvon Martin (Uncredited)

Vallejo organizations are rallying Saturday at Jesse Bethel High School, one week after a Florida jury acquitted Trayvon Martin's killer of all charges.

"I was absolutely angry," said the Rev. Danny Jefferson, pastor of Rehoboth World Outreach Center and one of the rally organizers.

By now, the story of Martin has become well-known as protests over the verdict have been held since it was announced. The 17-year-old was shot and killed last year by George Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch captain who was suspicious of the teen who was walking in Zimmerman's Florida subdivision.

The point of Saturday's rally is to provide a safe, positive space for the community to voice its frustrations, Jefferson said.

"This situation for most people is considered a travesty of justice," Jefferson said.

Partnering with various organizations, including the Vallejo City Unified School District, the theme of the rally is "Vallejo Honors Trayvon Martin through Unity and Empowerment."

In addition to the rally, the event will aim to connect youth and their families to various services such as mentorship, tutoring, jobs and voter registration.

"We're empowering our young folks through education, through community service and through collaboration," district spokesperson Alana Shackelford said.

Martin's death resonates strongly with people because many see their own children in his face, particularly members of the African American community, Jefferson said.

"They definitely relate to Trayvon and his experience because any of us who are African American have been profiled, and continue to be profiled in many ways," said Jefferson, who is black.

People must begin having honest conversations in order to overcome the legacies of racism in this country, Jefferson said.

The rally immediately follows a previously scheduled event on Bethel's campus, an African American Male Summit organized by the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. That summit discusses key issues faced by black males, including how they are dealt with within the legal system.

The Trayvon Martin rally runs from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Jesse Bethel High School quad, 1800 Ascot Parkway.

For more information, call Jefferson at (707) 771-9412. To reserve vendor space, call Eva Coley at (707) 643-9171.

Contact Lanz Christian Bañes at (707) 553-6833 or lbanes@timesheraldonline.com. Follow him on Twitter @LanzCBanes.
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· Awesome article and event. We must stay positive and use the Trayvon Martin case not simply as a moment in time but as a movement for change, peace, empowerment and unity. Thank you Pastor Danny Jefferson for being one of the great the visionary leaders of our day.
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· You, Danny Jefferson and 3 others like this.
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Danny Jefferson Thank you, Pastor! Together WE can! Together WE must!
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Norman H. Reece "This situation for most people is considered a travesty of justice," Jefferson said. Please cite your source for such a comment. Personally, I do not see this as healing and productive.
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Danny Jefferson Norman, to ignore people with legitimate concerns is never productive nor healing! What you are essentially saying is "get over it." When injustice continues to prevail, it kills productivity and kills any kind of hope for fairness and equality!
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Norman H. Reece Danny, my concern is the "most people" you used. I am not aware of this being a fact, so I would like to know your source for that statement. If there has been a reliable poll on this, then I would not be so concerned. Truth and accuracy should prevail and that leads to healing in my opinion.
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Danny Jefferson Norman, "most people" are just who I said they are. We live in two different worlds. That is truth and accuracy! I know that may not be true for you in that you are a staunch NRA card carrying member and probably an advocate for "Stand your Ground" laws. This issue strikes at the very core of your Tea Party politics my good friend.
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Norman H. Reece Danny: I am saddened and disappointed by the wholesale disdain you have for the NRA and Tea Party. But, I do not know what this has to do with any of this. Frankly, I am only aware of one world and it is NOT my home. Praise the Lord, I'm just passing through!!! 
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David Miller Excuse me Danny Jefferson and Norman H. Reece I usually don't get involved in other people conversation but I have a question for you Norman. Why is it that African Americans always need to prove something your statement "I would like to know the source for that statement" and "if there has been a reliable poll". Since you like proof President Barrack Obama had to prove he was born in the USA, had to Prove he went to Harvard and was asked to Prove how he got there by (Donald Trump) along with others, he has to Prove that he's a Christian, and sad to say he has to Prove to some that he's the President of the USA. We also said in the article that we would have voter registration drives and mentorship for our youth I guess we need to Prove that too. We can show you better than we can tell you come on out and support and see what we are about. We do not bite and shaking our hands will not turn you into a African American now that has been Proven. That's my 2 cents 
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Norman H. Reece @David: Thanks for the invite. FYI, I have been a member of the Vallejo Faith Organization for several years. I have been to VFO meeting at Pastor Danny Jefferson's church, Rehoboth Outreach Center, on many, many occasions. I do not fear biting from African American's nor refrain from shaking hands with anyone. You, my friend, are barking up the wrong tree. Your comments reveal to me where the real problem is...and I think we both know it! I consider Danny as a friend and just don't happen to share his view in this matter. End of story.
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Danny Jefferson My Brothers! I love you both! Moving forward!
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David Miller glad we have common ground
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